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City of Wabash, Grow Wabash County to award OCRA grants to local employers
Wabash County, IN (April 30, 2020) – The City of Wabash, in partnership with Grow Wabash
County, has been selected to receive $250,000 each in economic development grant funds
from the Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA) to help support businesses in Wabash
in need of short-term financial assistance.
Through OCRA’s COVID-19 Response Program, Wabash and North Manchester will be allowed
to award grants ranging from $2,000 - $15,000 to Wabash businesses that are retaining low to
moderate income (LMI) jobs during the COVID-19 restrictions.
The Town of North Manchester received a $250,000 grant from OCRA earlier this month as
well for this purpose, bringing the total to $500,000 in OCRA grant funds being awarded to
Wabash County. Grow Wabash County will be administering the grants on behalf of the City of
Wabash as well as assist North Manchester with its grant program.
“This pandemic has really called upon entire communities, counties and regions to come
together and rally around our local business owners,” Mayor Scott Long said. “We are glad to
have the opportunity to provide some financial relief for some of our local employers and, in
turn, bring some relief to our local workforce.”
Businesses that employ a workforce consisting of 51% or more of LMI jobs are eligible to
receive these funds for specific uses such as working capital, expenses incurred by continuing
operations and/or expenses incurred by transitioning the workforce to working remotely.
“As we continue to work through these unprecedented times, Grow Wabash County is
humbled to be able to continue to assist our communities with these innovative programs
designed to ensure they weather this storm and continue to make Wabash County a great
place to be,” said Keith Gillenwater, President and CEO of Grow Wabash County. “We thank
OCRA for their continued partnership with our community.”

The applicants will also need to provide proof that they do have the necessary percentage of
LMI jobs being retained. After the applications have been received, the grant review
committee will work closely with its OCRA Community Liaison to evaluate the applications and
determine which applicants will receive the grant funding and how much money will be
awarded to them. Awards will be granted on a first come, first serve basis.
Eligible businesses for the City of Wabash can apply online at
growwabashcounty.com/COVID19grant.
Details regarding North Manchester’s application process will be made available shortly.
Questions regarding the application process or an employer’s eligibility may be directed to
Grow Wabash County by calling 260-563-5258 or by emailing info@growwabashcounty.com.
***
About Grow Wabash County
Grow Wabash County (legal name Wabash County Business Alliance Inc.) is a not-for-profit corporation
that spearheads economic and community development efforts in Wabash County, Indiana. GWC is
designed around five pillars of service - assisting business development needs, promoting livability,
fostering entrepreneurship, supporting workforce development, and offering programming and investor
services. GWC was formed with the merger of the EDG of Wabash County and Wabash County Chamber
of Commerce in July 2017. For more information about GWC, please visit www.growwabashcounty.com
or call us at 260.563.5258
About OCRA
Under the leadership of Lieutenant Governor Suzanne Crouch, who also serves as the Secretary of Rural
Development, the Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs’ (OCRA) mission is to work with local,
state and national partners to provide resources and technical assistance to assist communities in
shaping and achieving their vision for community and economic development. For more information,
visit ocra.in.gov.
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